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And it is my ardent prayer that one day this child will believe that there is a God who has 

saved him so that he can be used to help save others.  It may seem impossible what with all the 

distractions of life, the things that will fill his days. 

 

But if we keep the promises we will make today, I believe that God will do the 

impossible. 

/// 

 

What exactly do we expect this Christmas? 

 

Do we expect gladsome tidings?
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Do we expect the dawn of redeeming grace?
4
 

Do we expect peace on earth, goodwill to all?
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Do we even believe that the Lord is with us? 

 

An angel appeared to a virgin named Mary and said, “Greetings, favored one!  The Lord is with 

you.”  And she believed it. 

 

 May we – as bright and sophisticated and cynical and busy as are – come to believe, even 

in the impossible, through Jesus – the Son of the Most High, the Son of God, our Lord and 

Savior.   

 

 

Let us pray:  Holy God, we do not even know how to pray sometimes, and on the cusp of your 

birth, we come with doubts.  Open our eyes to notice what you’ve already done.  And keep us 

expectant, knowing that you will do even more amazing things through Christ who has come.  

Amen. 
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 “And see that guy over there?  He was addicted …” 

 “And see that woman over there? . . .” 

 “And see that couple . . .?” 

 

 “There’s nothing I can say that might convert you.  I can only tell you what I’ve seen.  

And I also believe that somewhere there’s a tomb that’s empty.”
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The impossible.   

/// 

 

  

We are a people who should be praying for impossible things.  I know that many of us 

are carrying problems that seem impossible: 

 

- our families are difficult 

- our loved ones are addicted 

- we, ourselves, cannot forgive someone or forget something that happened. 

- someone we love is sick and they say that recovery is impossible 

 

Or what about the global problems that feel so overwhelming?  We don’t even want to think 

about them: 

 

- the poverty in Haiti and the Sudan and parts of India and so many countries 

- the war in Iraq 

- the AIDS epidemic – not to mention cancer, heart disease, Alzheimers, diabetes 

- the consumerism in this country 

 

It’s all so crushing and vast.  They seem impossible to resolve.  

 

 But we are people of faith.  Have we not seen God do the impossible? 

 

 What could be more impossible that an all-powerful, sovereign God coming to us in 

human skin and bones to show us how to live our lives?  What could be more impossible than 

that? 

 

 This morning, we will baptize another child.  And surely his parents have great hopes and 

dreams for him.  They want all good things, and we do too.  But they have made the decision to 

bring this child before us and essentially give him to God to serve God’s purposes, God’s hopes 

and dreams.  I believe this child will do some “impossible” things.  Or – better said – I believe 

that God will work impossible wonders in his life.   
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 Frankly I don’t know how it happened.  And to tell you the God’s-honest-truth:  if 

somehow archaeologists definitively disproved the Virgin Birth, my faith would not come 

crashing down.  My own personal faith is not based on whether or not Mary was a virgin. 

 

 But do I believe that God can do the impossible?  Absolutely. 

 Do I believe that God could somehow allow a virgin to give birth?  I do. 

  

And I also believe that somewhere in Jerusalem, there is a tomb that once held the dead 

wrapped body of a first century rabbi who was the Son of God, the Savior of the world, the 

Christ. 

 

Maybe we don’t understand the impossible.  But that’s what faith is all about. 

 

/// 

 

 And speaking of impossibilities, there was guy – a professed atheist – who auctioned off 

his own soul on eBay a year or so ago.  I can’t remember how much somebody paid for it, but 

someone indeed bought this man’s soul and the buyer was a Christian.  And since he now owned 

the soul of the atheist, he told the atheist he wanted him to go to church – and not just to any 

church.  He instructed the atheist whose soul he had bought to go to the Mars Hill Bible Church 

in Grandville, Michigan. 

 

 Mars Hill Bible Church is the congregation where one of my favorite preachers – Rob 

Bell – is the teaching pastor.  The atheist was ordered to go hand out with Rob Bell on a given 

Sunday last year.  And – because someone owned his soul – he went. 

 

 Frankly Rob Bell wasn’t sure what to do with this guy.  If he was an atheist, he’s 

probably heard it all.   

 

 It was a Sunday and the atheist was hanging out in a storage room before worship with 

Rob Bell, who was waiting to go out into the Mars Hill sanctuary which is actually a huge 

warehouse-looking room that used to be a department store and was gutted and replaced with 

hundreds of chairs all facing a center platform from four different directions. 

 

 “So, are you going to try to convert me?” the atheist said. 

 “You’ve probably heard it all,” Rob Bell said.  “I’m not sure there’s anything I could say 

that would make a huge difference in your life at this moment.”   

 

 And then he looked into the sanctuary as people were coming in to worship, through the 

crack in the door.  Families, men, women were coming in. 

 

 “I do want to show you something though,” Rob Bell said to the atheist.  “You see that 

couple right there?  They’ve adopted kids from all over the world.  Those kids were growing up 

in hovels, with no hope, and now they are in a family that loves them and is giving them an 

amazing life.  And see that woman over there?  She was completely unable to forgive her 

husband for something he did to her, but now, she’s forgiven him and they are reconciled.” 
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 I’m not sure we can possibly imagine what it was like for Mary.   

 

Mary soon became “expectant” in a way that no one else had ever been expectant before 

or since.   She was expecting a baby who would be called the Son of the Most High.  She found 

herself expecting a baby, even though she was a virgin. 

 

 We really can’t imagine what it would be like to expect Jesus through the eyes of Mary.  

But perhaps a better question for us is this:   

 

What exactly to do we expect as Jesus comes?   

 

 The angel Gabriel said that “nothing will be impossible with God.”  Do we really believe 

that?  Are we expecting the impossible with the coming of Christ?   

 

 I’m going to go out on a theological limb here and say:  probably not. 

 

/// 

 

 We are bright people in this congregation.  Many of you have some serious intellectual 

chops.  Many of you are authorities in your field.  And the truth is that all of us understand basic 

laws of science.  For example, we know that certain things are scientifically impossible: 

 

- It’s impossible to hear sound in the vacuum of outer space (even though it happens in 

Star Wars) 

 

- It’s scientifically impossible for giant spiders to exist because of the square-cube law 

which says that a spider even 20 times its usual size would collapse under its own 

weight – even though the movie Eight Legged Freaks the bad guys are spiders the 

size of school buses 

 

- It’s impossible for people to fly without airplanes or some other motorized invention 

even though it happens on television.   

 

- It’s impossible for dogs to talk in human language even though there are stories about 

talking dogs. 

 

So is the virgin birth just another story?  Just a fantasy? 

 

 Christmas is a time when our imaginations are full of sugar plum fairies and a saint of the 

church who flies from rooftop to rooftop delivering toys to every girl and boy.  His sled is 

carried by reindeer.  It seems impossible.  But it’s part of the wonder of the season. 

 

 Is the virgin birth just another example of a physical impossibility that we say we believe 

with a wink and a nod?   

 



“Impossibilities (What Do We Expect?)” 

Luke 1:26-38 

Sermon by Jan Edmiston  

December 23, 2007 – Advent 4 

Fairlington Presbyterian Church 

 

 This is the fourth and last Sunday in Advent, and of course Advent is about waiting for 

Jesus.  We remember when he first came about 2000 years ago as a baby born in Bethlehem, and 

we look to the day when Jesus will come again.   

 

Three weeks ago, we heard about what it was it might be like to expect Jesus if you were 

Joseph -  the man betrothed to Mary, who would raise Jesus as his own.  Gary Hughes did a great 

job channeling Joseph that Sunday. 

 

 The next week, we heard about what it might be like to expect Jesus if you were 

Elizabeth – the wife of Zechariah, the mother of John the Baptist, the relative of Mary.  Jumoke 

Adibimpe was Elizabeth. 

 

 Last week the choir sang the sermon.  And you could say it was something like expecting 

Jesus from the perspective of angels. 

 

 Today, the story is about Mary, and frankly, I was too intimidated to try to “be Mary.”  

Plus -   I’m a little too old for the part.  Mary, the mother of Jesus was probably a young teenager 

when she gave birth to her firstborn child. 

 

 But we can see what Mary herself thought about this visit from the angel Gabriel:   

 

- First she was “perplexed.”  What did he mean by “Favored one”? 

 

- Then she was confused – “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 

 

- And then – amazingly – she was faithfully submissive to the will of God. 

 

Here I am, the servant of the Lord;  

let it be with me according to your word. 

 

 Mary believed in the impossible – that even though she’d never been with a man, she 

would give birth to the Son of God. Or in the words of her cousin Elizabeth: 

 

Blessed is she who believed that there would be  

a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.
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/// 
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