“Slaves of Washington”
Romans 7:15 — 8:2

Part of a series on the Twelve Steps of AA. Today:

1. We admitted we were powerless over - that our lives had become unmanageable.
2. Came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could restore us to sanity.
3. Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God as we understood Him.
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“Wretched man that I am!”
rescue me from this body of death?”
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1 do not understand my own actions.
For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate.

I can will what is right, but I cannot do it.
For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do.
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Father, we pray that lies would be exposed. We pray that deception would be
exposed.
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I am a deceiver and a liar. There is a part of my life that is so repulsive and dark
that I've been warring against it all my adult life. For extended periods of time, [ would
enjoy victory and rejoice in freedom. Then, from time to time, the dirt that I thought was
gone would resurface, and I would find myself thinking thoughts and experiencing
desires that were contrary to everything I believe and teach.”
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I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but do the very
thing I hate.
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If we have nothing to confess, if we have nothing to change . . .

If we nothing that holds us captive beyond the law of God . . .

If there is nothing from which we need to be rescued . . .

If there is nothing that’s killing us inside . . .

If there is nothing we can’t manage ourselves, thank you very much...
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Jesus came to save sinners, not to coddle Pharisees.

# this is the church
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Holy Lord, we pray that self-deception would be exposed. Take these things that we
cannot manage. And make us whole. Amen.




