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Note before reading scripture:  When David was appointed King of Israel, one of his first 

tasks was to get the ark of the covenant to an honored place.  (The ark housed the 10 

Commandments, if you remember.)  What was the first thing he did after securing the ark 

in its tabernacle?  He threw a service of praise and thanksgiving.  As we hear these 

passages, look for the word “love.” 

 

/// 
 
 As if we could forget, we were reminded this past week of the anniversary of the 
worst terrorist attack on our nation.  Most of us would agree that 9-11-01 has changed our 
culture.  We get padded down in airports and now they even take our little bottles of 
liquid soap.   
 

My own family responded to 9-11 by finally getting cell phones.  Flight 93, 
specifically, inspired that decision.  All of us are called on to “report suspicious behavior” 
on highways and in airports, and we all know to keep fingernail clippers out of our carry-
on baggage. 
 
 Not only did almost 3000 people lose their lives on 9-11, but the damage done to 
the United States, in terms of infrastructure and the economy as a whole, topped $500 
billion.    But here’s an interesting bit of information revealed by The 9-11 Commission:  
They revealed in their report that the cost to Al Qaeda to pull off 9-11 was a mere 
$500.000.1   Half a million dollars. 
 

A $500,000 investment towards terrorism which brought about $500 billion 
worth of damage.   Please forgive me for saying that the terrorists’ investment brought 

more results that even they could have possibly hoped.  All because of hate. 

 
This is particularly stunning considering the fact that Al Qaeda is run out of 

caves.  They have no free and open presence, no easily discernable network.   
 

Al Qaeda can’t exactly recruit young workers by usual means – no classified ads 
or Craig’s List for them.  And yet they seem to have no problem attracting young men -  
and some young women -  to give up their lives for a cause. 

                                                 
1
Al Qaeda Scaled Back 10-Plane Plot: Attacks Evolved Amid Infighting, 9/11 Panel Reports by Dan Eggen, 

The Washington Post, Thursday, June 17, 2004; Page A01.  See http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/articles/A45853-2004Jun16.html 
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 This begs an important question for those of us who worship a John 3:16 God  - 
a God who would give up his life for us: 
 

 

What could we do with half a million dollars given 

 – not because of hate and revenge – but because of love?
2
 

 

 

 
 What could this church do – fueled by love – to spread love and share love and 
change the world?  What could we do with a half a million dollars?  Think about it, and 
I’ll get back to that question. 
 

///// 
 

 The Book of Chronicles tells many stories we can read about in other books of the 
Bible.  It starts with Adam, tells the stories of the first kings of Israel - Saul and David 
and Solomon.  It tells the stories of the next kings – that long succession that ends with 
Zedekiah and the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians.  And it finally ends with 
Cyrus, the king of Persia telling the Jews that it’s safe to return home after years of exile.   
 

The name “Chronicles” in the Septuagint version of the Bible – the most ancient 
Greek version – means “the things left out.”3  And so we can find details in these books 
that someone thought had been left out of the Torah (the first five books of the Hebrew 
Bible), and other books like Joshua, Ruth, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and the Psalms.   
 
 In the passage we read together, we find verses that sound like some of the 
Psalms of David, probably because they are some of the Psalms of David.  You could say 
that these verses include some of David’s Greatest Hits.4 
 
 David was a happy man because life was sweet for a shepherd boy from 
Bethlehem.  He had been anointed King of Israel.  He had defeated the nasty Philistines 
battle after battle.  He had a bevy of wives and concubines.  He had numerous sons and 
daughters.5  He had several homes.  And he had power – the kind of power that made 
some people jealous6 and other people almost reverently respectful.7 
 

                                                 
2 Rob Bell used this illustration in a May 14, 2006 sermon at Mars Hill Church, Grandville, Michigan.  You 
can download his (wonderful) messages at: http://www.mhbcmi.org/listen/index.php 
3 1 and 2 Chronicles were written during the Persian period – about 539 – 332 BC. 
4 Included in 1 Chronicles 16:8-22 are Psalm 105:1-15, 22-33, Psalm 96:33-36, and Psalm 106:1-47-48. 
5 See 1 Chronicles 14:3-4 
6 See 1 Chronicles 15:29 and 2 Samuel 6:16-23 
7 See 1 Chronicles 12:16-18 
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But David did not sit back and congratulate himself for being the envy of the 
Middle Eastern World.  He celebrated his blessings by offering a tribute to the God 

who had made it all possible. 

 
 Maybe you’re familiar with St. Asaph Street in Alexandria.  David appointed a 
man named Asaph – one of the Levites8 ––  to be the chief minister of praise and 
thanksgiving over the ark of the covenant as it came to rest in its special tent on a high 
place  just outside Jerusalem.   
 
 It was “Asaph and his kindred” who lead the singing that we repeated today:   
 

O give thanks to the LORD!  

Call on his name!  

Make known his deeds among the peoples! 

  
The psalms go on to remind us who God is: 
 

Our LORD.  Our Judge.   

 

We are reminded what God has done: 
 

God made promises and kept them. 

God protected Israel’s people and Israel’s prophets. 

 
And so, in response to God’s extraordinary goodness, the people should: 
 

Sing and tell others about God and praise God in all they do. 

O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good! 

His steadfast love endures forever! 

 

 Because God loves us, we are to love God in response. This is the covenant – the 
agreement.  In appreciation.  In thanksgiving.  In acts of praise.  This is how the Hebrews 
showed God that they “got it.”  They got the fact that God was the One who had blessed 
them. 
 
 God loves us with steadfast love.  The Hebrew word is “hesed” – one of the great 
Hebrew words that all of us should know.  Hesed.   
 
 According to one scholar, “hesed refers to a sort of love that has been promised 
and is owed” – a covenant love, a love that is commanded.  God loves us and in return, 
we love God with all our hearts, minds, and strength.”9

     

 

                                                 
8 Levites descended from the tribe of Levi and they assisted the priests in religious duties. 
9 Ben Witherington III of The Biblical Archaeological Society.  See: 
http://www.basarchive.org/sample/bswbBrowse.asp?PubID=BSBR&Volume=19&Issue=6&ArticleID=7 
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God is great with this kind of love.  But us?  We are easily distracted.  God 
continues to bless us but we forget to spend a lot of time returning thanks.  In fact, it’s all 
we can do to get to church services once a week.   

 
Pray every day?  Read the Bible every day?  Sing praises to God every day? Love 

our neighbors?   Love our enemies?  We forget. 
 
This scholar goes on to say this: 
 

It is sometimes difficult for a modern person, who associates love with uncontrollable 

feelings, to understand how the Bible can command love of God, neighbors, even 

enemies. But in the Bible the many terms translated as “love” do not refer primarily to 

feelings. They refer to decisions of the will. This voluntaristic notion of love is recalled in 

wedding services, where the bride and groom say “I do” and “I will” when they are 

asked to make their vows, not “I feel like it.” In the Bible, when God’s people are called 

upon to “love,” they are being asked to do something loving and responsive to the love of 

God, whether they feel like it or not. 

 
 When David sang these songs, it sounds like he actually did feel full of great joy 
and gratitude for the sweetness of his life.  According to the previous chapter, as the ark 
was coming into Jerusalem, David was leaping and dancing like a man in love.   
 
 But the truth is that this is what God commands whether we feel like it or not.  
Worshipping God is a given.  
 

///// 
 

 There are other kinds of love in the Bible, but the one used in John 3:16 is the 
Greek word “agape.”  This term is used not just of God’s love for us but also . . . for love 
shared and expressed between human beings.” 10     We see posters with “John 3:16” 
held up at football games as if it’s on par with “Hi Mom.” 
 
 Maybe you memorized it as a child – perhaps the King James Version.  I like the 
version called “The Message.”  
 

This is how much God loved the world:  

He gave his Son, his one and only Son.  

And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed;  

by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life. 

 

 
 Some believe that “hesed” is a love specifically shared between Yahweh and the 
Children of Israel.  But regardless of that, it’s clear that “agape” – this kind of love – is 
aimed at the whole world.   

                                                 
10 Ibid. Witherington 
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All people are so loved by God.  All the world can be whole.  All people can 

have a life that lasts.  This is a message you won’t find in any other religion, in any other 
belief system:  that this God, our God, the God of David and Asaph actually came to live 
among us, to show us how to live and how to share love between human beings.   

 
Jesus fed the hungry, healed the sick, welcomed the stranger, and even rid people 

of their demons.   Jesus was even willing to give up his life for a cause – and the cause 
was love. 

 
Which brings me back to my first question:   
 

   
What could we do with half a million dollars given 

 – not because of hate and revenge – but because of love? 

 

 

 
 What could this church do – fueled by love – to spread love and share love and 
change the world?  What could we do with a half a million dollars?   
 
 Our church’s budget for this year – 2006 – is less than $300,000.  With this 
budget, we are able to do extraordinary things.  (We wouldn’t be able to buy a very big 
house in the Alexandria/Arlington suburbs though.)   
 

But with this amount we’ve been able to fund Vacation Bible School for 30 local 
children – most of whom were not related to this congregation.  We’ve been able to hire 
another full-time staff person to organize that Vacation Bible School along with many 
other opportunities to feed people spiritually.  With this budget we can offer rent-free 
space to Computer CORE which, in turn, will change the lives of about 80 adults this 
year.  We are able to offer worship space and worship experiences to anyone who walks 
through our doors; to reach out to the homeless, the hungry, and the sick in Northern 
Virginia, and to throw a cookout for the neighbors. 

 
But there’s so much more we could do.  Imagine what we could do with half a 

million dollars. 
 
There is a small group meeting to talk about and pray about starting a worship 

service on Sunday nights for people who might be searching for God, searching for 
meaning but would never come to a traditional, liturgical worship service like this one.  
There are plans to help build a Habitat for Humanity House in 2007.  There are on-going 
plans for work groups to go to the Gulf States still re-building after the hurricanes of last 
year.     

 
I wonder if there are people here who would be willing to give sacrificially 

toward this cause – fueled by love.   
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I wonder if there are people here who want to participate in changing the world.   

This is what God did in coming to us – God was changing the world, changing the culture 
forever.   

 
And we can change the world too with our words, with our actions, with our 

money.   
 
The cover story on Time Magazine this week was:   
 

Does God Want You To Be Rich? 

 

And inside, the debate was about whether or not money is God’s blessing to the faithful.  
Some say, “Yes! God makes faithful followers prosperous.”11  And some say, “No!  I can 
show you millions of faithful followers of Christ who live in poverty.”12 
 
 Frankly, there are verses on both sides of that argument.  But what most 
theologians of every stripe agree on is that American materialism is a god to be reckoned 
with.    

 

 The exciting thing is that we, in this congregation, have enough resources to be 
able to be able to fund new ministries that could change the lives of hundreds – if not 
thousands – of people.  The frustrating thing is that we don’t believe it.  We don’t see it. 
 
 The Finance Committee of this church has not yet set a goal for what we hope to 
receive in freely donated pledges for next year, as they begin soon to create a budget for 
2007.  But we don’t need that number to begin considering what in this life makes us 
dance.  What makes us so grateful to God that we can’t help but say “thank you”?  What 
love has sustained us?  What gifts have given meaning to our lives?   
 
 This is what love can do.  Love can change the world.  Hesed.  Agape.  The love 
of God for us.  Our love – in response – to others, especially to the ones who need it 
most.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
11 Joel Osteen. 
12 Rick Warren 


